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28 May 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

This week I was delighted to receive a letter from Archbishop Peter Comensoli re-appointing me 

as Parish Priest of St Francis Xavier – St Clare’s Parish for a further six years, effectively until 1st 

May 2026. More pleasing was the addition of this line; 

At the conclusion of the six year appointment, I remain open to reappointing you to the 

Parish through to your retirement. (Feb 2028) 

From next Monday, June 1, we can raise our attendance bookings to Mass4Twenty. Our 

successful practicing of hygiene and distancing with 10 congregants should enable a smooth and 

safe transition to these added numbers.  

Many I know are yet uncomfortable with gatherings and prefer to remain with virtual attendance 

on Facebook at this stage. That is a commendable and wise decision. Until there is a vaccine for 

Covid19, there will always be a risk associated with large gatherings.  Still, it does give us a reason 

to contemplate, just what attending Mass and receiving the Eucharist means to us. We could 

perhaps share our beliefs and feelings about this with our family at this time.  

When we feel able to return to the physical presence at Mass, how do we make others 

comfortable and safe in our gathering together? 

And in coming months as we emerge from isolation to increased commerce and social activities, 

we should also ask how can we help local retailers to restart their enterprises?  

To enable those who are not familiar with booking for Mass online, the Parish office will take 

bookings by phone on Mondays in an effort to extend the opportunity of attending Mass in 

person to a wider group. We ask that aside from rostered positions, we limit ourselves to two or 

three advanced bookings per week each. If there are spaces still available on the morning of the 

Mass, you could then book that spot on the day.  

The live streaming of Mass on the Catholic Parish of Greater Box Hill Facebook Page is continuing 

with the Saturday Vigil at 5.30pm and the Sunday Mass at 10.15am and our weekday midday 

Masses. This week we have added a Blue Yeti Nano omnidirectional microphone to these 

broadcasts in an effort to improve the sound quality. 
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The Parish Chatroom on Friday afternoon at 5pm is a wine and cheese, cuppa and cake 

opportunity to share and comment on parish life and its changes. This meeting on ZOOM is 

Meeting ID: 288 646 3871 -  https://zoom.us/j/2886463871. Morning Tea on ZOOM is now after 

the 10.15am Mass at 11.10am on Sunday Morning at the same Meeting ID.  

Thank you to those who have taken the trouble to email me with suggestions and comments. We 

have been able to accomplish or answer most of them. If you would like to follow up with a 

comment or question, please email me directly at tony.kerin@cam.org.au and I’ll do my best to 

respond to them.  

Yours in Jesus Christ, 

 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 

Parish Priest 

 

 

mailto:boxhill@cam.org.au
https://zoom.us/j/2886463871
mailto:tony.kerin@cam.org.au

